


Head Lice 101: THE BASICS  
Do not panic! Head lice are not an emergency and, in most cases, do not pose any health risk.  
However, misuse of pesticides and use of unlabeled treatments (ex., kerosene) can pose a health risk.

Head lice cannot live off a human host for more than 24-48 hours. 
Head lice cannot live on pets. 
Head lice cannot reproduce in carpets, furniture or other household 
furishings.

Pesticide sprays do little or nothing to control lice. Never 


